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nesday. I reckon that the Premier has
not shown the consideration he might have
done in calling the House together on the
4th Januwary. I would ask the Premier
now to alter the date and make it the
10th Jannary, so that members might have
a little longer spell.

The PREMIER: I am afraid I cannot
fall in with the hon. member's snggestion.
We have a pretty big programme to get
through, and my desire is that we should
complete it as early as possible. I know
that hon. members want to help to finish
the session as quickly as possible. 1 men-
tioned this a few days ago, and if the hon.
wmember had desired to take exception to
jt that would have been the proper time,
not now at the last moment, I made the
snggestion then and the majority of mem-
bers fell in with it.

Question put and passed.

Mr. SPEAKER: I desire on behalf of
the Chiirman of Committees, the offieers
of the House, and myself, to express my
thanks to the Premier and the leader of
the Cpposition for their kind wishes for
a happy Christmas and a prosperous New
Year. I reeiprocate most heartily the
feelings so kindly expressed.

House adjourned at 1.13 am. (Thursday).

Lcgislative Hssembly,
Wednesday, 4th January, 1911.
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PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the Premiev: Report of the Com-
missioner of Police to 30th June, 1910.

QUESTION—SITTING HOUR,
FRIDAYS.

Mr. HORAXN (withonf notice) asked
the Premier: Whether it was intended to
continue to sit at 10.30 a.m. on Fridays as
had heen arranged some time before
Christmas.

The PREMIER replied: Yes, it was
proposed to sit each Friday from hall-
past ten in the mormng.

QUESTION—COAT: MINING INDUS-
TRY, GOVERNMENT SUPPLIES.
Mr. A. A. WILSON asked the Minister

for Railways: What is the amount of

the Government eoal order allotted to
each of the Collie eoal companies for the
months of November, December, January,

Febraary (separately} for the years 1907-

89.10 (separately)? 2, Is the Govern-

ment taking the same amount of coal per

week from the local eoal ecompanies for

the six weeks ending December 17th, 1910,

as they took for the six weeks ending De-

cember 1Sth, 1909, If not, why not? 3,

Taking into consideration the fact that no

fires in the agricultural belt were re-

ported to have taken plaece when Collie
coal was being extensively nsed during the
harvest season of 1909-1910, and when the

Newcastle strike was on, will the Govern-

ment consider the advisability of further

angmenting the present Government or-
der so that the miners may be able to get
more than three days work per week?
The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied: 1, See attached statement
marked “A” 2, See attached statement
roarked ‘‘B,’’ showing that the Govern-
ment took 13,047 tons in 1910, as against

11,642 tons in 1909. 3, The Government

are anxious to give all possible assist-

ance to the local coal industry, having
due regard to the proteetion of the agri-
cultural areas,

(1) Statement akowi'ng Government Coal
order allotted to each Collie Mine
for months of November, December,

3
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January, and February for each year
from 1907 te 1810. Coal is ordered

weekly, and periods arc therefore
given for each four weeks as.
shown ;-
1907-1908.
Mine and Tons ordered.
Four weeks |
ended Pro- Car- | Co- | Seot-
prie- | diff. | oper- | tish otal,
tary. ative
. 4 —_— ,,AI—
30th Nov., 190? 2,523 1 191 | 1,181 '1,190 6,495
28th Dec., 1007 ,673 Iy 092 1,082 11,001 | 5,053
25th Jan., 1008, 2,554 ' 1042 1,041 - 1,040 | 5,077
22nd Feb., 1908L 3190 1 301 1,300 1,298 | 7,089
11,845 ‘4,620 |4.ﬂ24 14,619 | 25214
1908-1909.
28th Nov., 1508 3,703 | 1,508 | 1,508 1,511 | 8,230
26th Dec., 3903| 3,426 (1,304 (1,386 1308 7,614
23rd Jan., 1009| 2,530 1,743 (1,320 1,320 | 6,313
20th Feb., 1909 2,808 11,373 1,077 11’677 7,625
12,557 | 5,418 | 5,001 {5,006 |29,782
1909-1910.
27th Now., 1808 3,048 11,443 1,765 | 1,764 | 8,020
25th Dec., 1000 | 2880 |1,308 1,674 | 1,674 | 7,805
22pd Jan., 1910 2,054 (1,309 1,711 | 1,711 | 7,775
10th Feb., 10t0 | 3,681 | 1,606 2,073 {2,074 | 9,424
. 12,472 | 5,008 7,223 | 7,223 | 2,824

B.
{(2.) Collic Coal Ordered and Supplied.

Six weeks ended | Six weeks ended
18th Dec., 1909. l 17th Dec., 1910.

Mine. L
Order- Sup- Order- | Sup-

ed. plled. ed. plied.
tary S0 | oavs | ovs t“mm

rle 4,370 { 4,40 X
Cardl p | 2:869 1,963 2,385 2,478
Co-operatlve .. 2,631 2,723 2,889 3,233
Seettlsh .. .. 2,530 2,552 2,300 2,801
Total 11,500 11,642l 13,137 | 13,047

BILL—PAYMENT OF MEMBERS
AMENDMENT.
Appropriation Message.

Message from the Governor received
and read recommending appropriation for
the purpose of the Bilil.

First Reading.
Introduced by the PPremier and read a
first time.
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BILL—PURLIC I1BRARY, MUSEUM,
AND ART GALLERY OF WEST-
ERN AUSTRALIA.

Introduced by the Premier and read a
first time,

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1910-1911.

‘ In Commiitee of Supply.

Resumed from the 21st December; Mr.
Taylor in the Chair.

Department of the Colonial Secretary
{(Hon, J, D. Connolly, Minister), the
Premier in charge of the Votes.

Vote—-Paljce, £116,855:;

Mr. HOLMAXN: Only a day or two
ago we had seen by an announcement in
the Press that the Commissioner of
Police had veceived a high and distin-
guished honour, which had been bestowed
upon him for the improvements he had
brought about in the Police Department.
Possibly the Premier would be able to ex-
plain what those improvements had been.
It was generally koown that the police
on the goldfields were foreed to carry out
their duties clad in heavy serge tunies,
and beavy helmets, with collars closely
buftoned np under their chins; and this
in sweltering weather.  On the other
hand, on any day in the week the Com-
missioner of Police could be seen in the
streets of Perth coolly garbed in white
clothes. Surely some mistake had been
made in the dispensing of honours, for if
credit was due to anyone for fthe work
done it was to the men in the ranks. The
police force of Western Australia com-
prised some of the finest men that ecould
be pot together, and it was a matter of
surprise that so many good men should
remain in the force under existing eondi-
tions. Tt was absurd to ask ihe police to
wear heavy uniforms throogh our sum-
mer months, and it was to be hoped the
Premier eould announee that provision
would be made to provide the police with
a veasonable summer uniform. The
mounted police also were forced to wear
heavy corduroys when riding about, but
material of a very much lighter make
should be used in the summer months, He
desired a statement that that matter
would be rectified in the near future.
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While the Cotnmissioner of Police might
be congratulated on veceiving a high
honour, a good many people in Western
Australia wounld like to know what he bad
received it tor.

The PREMIER: In regard to the
complaint as to the uniform of members
of the police force, infermation bearing
on that subject was contained in the an-
nual report of the Commissioner of Po-
lice, which had just been placed on the
Table. The report stated:— °~

A vew material (Garbicord) for uni-
forms has been adopted for wear in the
tropical divisions of the State, and also

a suitable pattern of felt hat for bush

work, and an improved helmet for town

wear., The new artieles of clothing
should tend to greater comfort, besides
beine move adapted to the rough class
of work frequenily performed in the
North, The new pattern helmet will be
made available for general summer
wear throughout the State. New
clothing contracts are also being ar-
ranged, which, it is anticipated, will
prove satisfactory to the needs of the
department.
It wonld be seen, therefore, that every
effort was being made to overcome the
disability under which members of the
police foree had laboured so far as cloth-
ing was concerned. With regard to the
Commissioner of Police, that gentleman
had held very important positions in the
State for many years, having joined the
service so far back as 1880. He was In-
spector of Police in 1883, and became
secretary fo the them Governor, Sir Fred-
erick Broome in 1884; he was Govern-
ment Resident in East Kimberley, and
sub-eollector of internal revenue at
Wyndham in 1836; resident magistrate
at York in 1887; acting private secretary
to His Excellency the Governor, and
clerk to Exeentive Council in Qectober,
1387; acting Government resident at Al-
bany, ehairman of quacter sessions and
collector of internal revenue in March,
1888, and warden on the East Coolgardie
goldfields in Febrnary, 1897; and was
appointed Commissioner of Police in
1900. From that date he had filled that
important position satisfactorily, and
there was no doubt that, although the
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Commissioner was uot very much in evi-
dence, he worked strenuously in his de-
partment to the distinet advantage of the
State and the force under his control.
The expenditure in connection with the
department was less this year than in
1906-7 by £10,000, although during the
same period increased emoluments agere-
gating vearly €3,000 bad been pgranted
to memhers of the force. Members would
see, therefore, that the position of the
wmembers of the force had been improved
considerably and the rate of pay had
been increased.

Mr. Angwin: Do not say anything
about the pay; it is seandalons now.

The PREMIER: The rate of pay was
very far from being scandalous; in faet,
it was very creditable. Under the new
classification payment was graded by the
lengih of serviee, and men had not to
wait for vacancies on account of others
leaving the service, or dying, or becoming
invalided. After five years a constable
received 8s. per day, and after 10 vears’
service 9s. per day.

Mr. Apgwin: But they work seven
days in the week.

The PREMIER: The men worked for
seven days in the week, bub they had one
Sunday off every month and three weeks
annual holiday, which was better treat-
ment than was given to other branches of
the publie service. The rates of pay
would ecompare very favourably with the
payments to the police in other States.
Constables of under five years service
conld claim a minimom of £3 2s. per
week, and rese to a maximnm of £3 19s.
5d., those rates of remuneration being
equal to £156 and £206 per annum re-
spectively; after five years serviee they
received 2 minimum of £3 3s. 8d. and a
maximum of £4 2s. 11d., equal to £166
and £216 per annum vespectively; after
10 vears service they claimed a minimum
of £3 10s. 8d. and a maximum of £4 9s.
114., equal to £184 and £234 per annum
respectively. Those figures did not in-
clude an amount of £2,050 which was
disbursed last year in travelling expen-
ses, but, of course, it included the special
allowance for the North-West or the
goldfields, as the case might be. In com-
parison with the earnings of the ordinary
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wage earner on the moldfields those rates
of pay were very favourable, and mem-
bers would see that the Government were
endeavonring to do what was right and
Just fo the foree,

Mr. Collier:  They do nol compare
favourahly with the ordinary labourers’
wages on the goldfields. Give us the la-
bourers’ firures.

The PREMIER: The ordinary labour-
ers’ ligures were not in his possession.

Mr. Collier: But you asseried that the
yates of pay eompared favourably with
the wages of the ovdinary labourer,

The PREMIER: Taking the miner at
13s. 4d. per day and the constable at £4
9:. 114. per week, the comparison was
very favoutable,

Mr. Collier: What would he get after
five vears’ service?

The PREMIER: After five years' ser-
vice a man would get £3 3s. 8d., rising
to a maximum of £1 2s. 11d. Those
figures justified him in saying that the
wages compared favourably with the
workers whom he had just menticned.

Mr. Collier: Seven days a week for
£3?

Mr. Horan: Was that the rigmarocle
you submitted to [lowning-street in order
to secure Captain Hare the decomtwu
lie received the other day?

The PREMIER: The Government had
had no enmmunication with Downing-
strect on that subject. He repeated that
despite the inerease in salaries, which
had Dbeen econsiderable during the last
four vears at any rate, the department
was now being run at a cost approxi-
mately £10,000 per annum less than pre-
viously. Surely the Government could
elaim eredit for economy in administra-
tion in matters of that sort without being
charged with parsimony. When they
showed that there had been not only a
reduction in the cosls of the department
in the aggregate, but that improved con-
ditions had been given to members of
the force, it was idle for members io
sneer at those statements and say that
the Minister and the Commissioner had
done  nothine.  Credit must be ziven
where eredit was due, and ihe Cuommis-
stoner having given his best serviee to
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the State, members ought to rejoice with
kim in the faect that the King had
thought fit to honear him with that
medal. Tao his mind, the State had been
hononred by that decoration. which was
well deserved by the recipient.

Mre. HOLMANX : There was no apparent
reasom why the honour was deserved.
Would the PPremier state that no eom-
munication had been sent from Western
Australia in regard to that decoration?

The PREMIER: The hon. membar
st know well that those bononrs were
vecommelided te the Governor and nat
by the Premier diveel to Downing-street;
the Governmr then exercised his own
judgment.

Mr. HOLMAN: Members knew that
the recommendation was made by the
Government, and they desired toe know
for what reason. Tf the Commissioner
got his due for his work in connection
with the tram trouble he would have
stripes of a different sort. He was
pleased that the Commissioner’s report
contained even a tardy recognition of the
claims of the police situated in the back
country. It was stated that they had
seeured new material for uniforms, and
he desired to know whether provision
had heen made to supply those uniforms
this year.

The Premier:
stand.

My, HOLMAN: Tt was gratifying to
hear that the uniforms would be avail-
able this year, bnt it was regrettable that
the Commissioner had not ordered the
uniforms earlier, because the matter had
been brought under his notice fully 18
months ago. He hoped it would be re-
membered that the foot poliece had very
arduous duties to perform in the back
country and that they would be treated
with the same consideration as the
mounted police; also that in the City the
same class of uniform ns was now sup-
plied to the men doing point duty would
be ziven to men performing other duties.
Did the Premier consider it reasonable
te ask men to work in the same elojhes
in summer ax they wore in winter? The
Commissinner showed a tendenex to con-
sider thai the poliee were more servanis

This meonth, I under-
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than they should be. As a maiter of
“fact. the police were men who should be
treated with every consideration. They
had wost impovtant duties to perform,
and i was thoe for the Commissioner to
educate the police to the faet that it was
not their only duty to track down erimi-
nals: but rather that it was their duty to
prevent erime vn every pussible vecasion
and keep peuple from becoming erimi-
nals. That would he better than giving
them seripes for tracking down eriminals,
The svstem had worked ont well iu other
countries and could be adapted here.  The
Commissioner should be eongratulated on
receiving his Dhigh distinetion. hut one
failed to see why all the recommendation
should go to the Commissioner while the
ollicers and a good many of the foree re-
eeived ho recommendation at all.

Mr, WALKER: One could well under-
stand how the Commissioner received tlis
honour. Tt was because he was always on
the side of those who were now In a posi-
tion to make a recommendation, and sel-
dom on the side of the struggling masses.

The Premier: That is rather ungener-
otts.

M, WALKER: It was absolutely eor-
reet.  One could read the Commissioner’s
comments on members of the House who
had dared to cribicise him; one could refer
to the contretemps in regard to the Com-
mission on the North-West during the
Daglish regime; one could show the Com-
missioner’s autoecratie disposition and
svipathy with the sirong and powerful;
how these were snch as recommended him
to the good graces of those now in a posi-
tion to confer these honours. From the
point of view of an ordinary citizen the
Commissioner’s administration of the
Police Depariment was not too commend-
able. He placed altogether too much re-
spomsibility and labour upon his faithful
officers. A liftle while ago there were
three constables at Broad Arrow and
Paddington, but now there was only one
mounted constable employed teo atiend not
only to Broad Arrow, Bardoe and Pad-
dington, but alse to Ora Banda, Siberia
and Blaek Flag, 1t was necessary for the
eonstable to be constantly on the move,
s that if a disturbance took place at
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Broad Arrow or Paddington there would
be no one to attend to the preservation of
the law. Complaint after complaint was
made about this, but there was neo im-
provement.  True, the population of
Broad Arrow and Paddington was not
what it was a few years ago; but still
there was the distriet to cover. and one
man could not attend to that enormous
avea and fulfil his duties. The officer
was poorly paid for one who had scarcely
a day out of the saddle, und who never
knew what night or holy day he might be
called ont from his natural vest. Again,
there was the tendeney te utilise the polive
for almost every coneeivable purpose,
They were tax collectors, compilers of
statistics and general inguiry agenls;
they were utilised for vote ecolleeting.
There was scarcely anything th'1t was not
put on the policeman,

Mr. George: What vote ecollecting do
they do?

Mr. WALKER: The taking of the
names of those entitled to go on the rolls
and the making of inquiries as to those
who should be strnek off. No doubt they
were very good for that purpose; they
were reliable men and less perturbed by
party influences than any other class of
cibizen; but that was only one part of
their multifarious duties. The Commis-
sioner recognised in his report just pre-
sented to Parliament thal there was too
mueh work placed upon his officers,
Hardly an Act of an administrative char-
acter was passed but more work was put
upon them without any extra recognition
from the proper quarter.

Mr. Angwin: They are also vaccination
officers now.

Mr. WALKER: The police were every-
thing, but their primary purpose was the
maintenance of peace, vet what did we
find? Instead of being peace-preservers
there was too often a tendeney on the
part of the department to foree them into
being peace-breakers, using the term in-
offensively. Any man unfortunate en-
ongh to get a glass of beer beyond his
capacity to earry it was made a eriminal,
The pnlice were compelled to waste their
time running-in drunks to swell the coffers
with fines; and thev were doing it syste-
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matically. Only the other day a certain
woman was eonvicted for over the hun-
dredth time. It should not be the duty
of the police. Scores of peaple suffered
from an infirmity, an absolute disease,
but the police were employed to construe
if into a erime. Attention was repeatedly
called to this and the demand made for
different treatment for these inebriates,
but there was no movement in the direc-
tion of affording a remedy. What the
police were doing was not the preserva-
tion of the health of the community; it
was adding degradation to misfortune,
brutalising the foree and dulling the finer
feelings of humanity all through the coun-
try. It was a dark blot upon our eivili-
sation. Yet there was no recommenda-
tion npon this question in the Commis-
sioner’s report. There was need for alter-
ation in vegard to police protection for
the mining fields which were not as popu-
lons or as prosperous as they were, and
also in regard to giving these policemen
mullifarious duties without any extra re-
cognition in the shape of pay, or promo-
tion, or any comforts, or pleasures, or
rests additional to what they got after
performing the ordinary services of the
police force. These things required the
attention of the department and the atten-
tion of Ministers. One thing was prom-
inent din this State, that Ministers lefi
everything to the heads of deparfments or
were ineapable or unwilling to supervise,
criticise, analyse or amend, simply acting
as their officers directed them. Hence
from month to month and year to year
these evils dragged their length along.
Mr. PRICE: There were certain stric-
tures passed upon the Commissioner of
Police by the Auditor General. We heard
much about the gratifying manner in
which the Commissioner carried out his
duties, hut the Commissioner had no eom-
punction in breaking the law when it
suited his department. The Aunditor Gen-
eral said, on page 144 of his report :—
Special eonstables are appointed and
the rate of pay fixed by the Commis-
sioner of Police, although the Police Act
requires that the appointment shall be
made by justices of the peace and the
rate of pay fixed by the Minister. The
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Commissioner of Police contends that
owing to the exigencies of the service
it is diffieult to earry out the law.
The man appointed to administer the Jaw
told us that becanmse it was diffieult he
must break the law! We shonld get from
the Premier some information as to why
the Colonial Secretary allowed the Con-
missioner of Police to do things directly
contrary to the law and apparenily made
no atterpt to check it. Later on, writing
of another matter in connection with the
same branch of the public service, the
Auditor General took strong exception
to payments made for seeret services, The
Aunditor General in his report wrote—
Generally speaking, paymenis for
secret serviece in eonnection with the
Police and Criminal Investigation
Branch were not supported by dis-
charged vouchers or sufficient detail
to ennble the accounts to be checked.
Some of these have been passed on the
approval of the Governor-in-Couneil
under Section 45 of the Audit Act—
the others have either been queried or
disallowed.
Next came a most extraordinary state-
ment by the Anditer General, which
showed to what extreme’ limits Minislers
were prepared te go in allowing the
Commissioner to do exactly as he desired
in eonnection with the department.
Reeently an open authority was ob-
tained from the Governor-in-Couneil
under Section 45 of the Audit Aet in
regard to all these accounts, but this
could not be accepted in the Audit
Office, as the specific sam required by
law was not mentioned, and under
present conditions to place the vouch-
ers in order they will have 40 be
peviodieally put forward for the
proper approval.
In other words Cabinet had allowed, or
desired to allow, the Commissioner of
Police to spend what sum he liked in

"making payments for secret services.

The Auditor General refused, and righily
s0, to allow apything of that kind to be
donre. That officer rightly considered
that the Commissiener of Police, al-
though he might stand bigh in the good
praces of Ministers, should be amenable
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to law jusi as the ordinary constable in
the force. The Commissioner when it
suited his own ends did not hesitate to
break the law, but, when it was a ease
of an ordinary member of the police
foree, it was found that he was a great
stickler and he showed what he ecould
and would do when fhe eireumstances
gave bim the opportunity. This was
instanced in the report of the Auditor
General who wrote—

A constable engaged un police duty

was wmjured and work was found for

him in eonneetion with the Police
stores, which were subsequently taken
over by the Stores Department, when
the officer retired. He was sub-
sequenily  re-emploved in  the stores
and paid from an item ereated from
the Treasurer’s Advance under the
Police Department, but the Commis-
sioner for Police, the departmental
head eontrolling the vote, would not
sien the form in eonneetion with the
appoiutment, stating as his veason that
as the stores branch was no longer
under lhis eontrol he conld not say
whether the officer’s services were re-
quired. Another official signed the

Form, but this eannot he considered as

a complinnee with the law. The Min-

ister approved of the appointment.
The Commissioner did not hesitate to
break the law when it suited him, but in
this ease he refused to sign the voucher
for the pavment due to that constable.

Mr. Collier: And that man had to go
three months without his salary.

My, PRICE: This unfortunate eonm-
stable had to wait as the hon. member
for Boulder declared for three months
before he received the salary due to him,
just beeause the Commissioner desired
to adhere very strictly to the letter of
the law. On that oecasion the Commis-
sioner was dealing with an underling,
and this was the Commissioner who,
standing high in the good graces of the
Premier, and other Ministers, was re-
commended to His Majesty the King for
an honour. Yet, when he eame to deal-
ing with underlings, it could be seen how
small and narrow and bitter this officer
could he. The Premier shounld give an
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assnrance that the Commissioner would
not be allowed any longer to take inte
hi= own hands dnties which devolved
upon other individuals, espeecially pay-
ments {o special eonstables, and their
rates of pavment. These were matters
which should be deecided by the Minister
in charge. Members had ofien heard
that ile Minister bad no contrel over
the department, and it certainly looked
like if.

Mr. Holman: They keep no papers in
conneetion with these matters.

Mr. PRICK: If members were to ask
for papers they would find there were
nene in existenee, and that matiers of this
description had been fixed up through the
telephone. With regard fo payments for
secret services, members would agree
that not even the Commissioner shounld
be allowed to flagrantly hreak the Audit
Act as he evidently had heen doing dur-
ing the past twelve months,

The PREMIER: With regard to the
payments for secret services, it was abso-
lutely impossible to get a proper receipt
from the eclass of people who gave the
information to the police force. These
were very often eriminals who, at the
time of giving the information, might
be incarcerated in gaol.

Mr. Price: You do not pay for infor-
mation when it is received from a pri-
soner in gaol.

The PREMIER: Information when it
was given under those circumstances wus
paid for. If it was found to be authen-
tie, and the police acted upon it, these
people were paid, and it was not possible
to get a reeceipt from them; they wouid
not put their hands to paper, let alone
sign a receipt. It was necessary that
there should be payments for secret ser-
vices of this description.

Mr. Collier: What eheck is there npon
the payments?

The PREMIER: The only check was
that of the inspeetor himself, and Lhe
Commissioner. If it were permissible
for the Cominissioner to give a receipt,
that could easily be obtained. It might
be pointed out that with regard to the
Tolice Department there were 75 reports
by officers of the Auditor Gleneral’s De-
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partment on out-stations, and 74 were
reported on as satisfactory, and one only
was reported os being fairly satisfae-
tory.

Mr. Price: That is another braneh of
the service.

The PREMIER : All the reports would
be given. In connection with the head
office there were four reports from offi-
ecrs of the Anditor Geuneral's Depurt-
ment; two were regarded as satisfactory,
and one fairly satisfactory, and, in con-
nection with the payment of special eon-
stables to which the hon. member re-
ferred, that was queried. That was not
a very bad veturn. Out of 79 reports
there was only one gueried, and only two
were given as fairly satisfactory.

Mr. Priee: These reports all refer to
ont-stations.

The PREMIER: Reports referring to
all the stations had been given. There
were four reports in connection with the
head station. With regard to these pay-
ments for secret services, hon. members
knew that this was done in every coun-
try without proper vouchers being ob-
tained. As far as the payment of special
constables was concerned, the matter
would be inquired into, but, as far as he
was advised, they were appointed by
justices of the peace, and, as for the
rates of pay, the approval of the Com-
missioner had to be obtained and then
the Minister eonfirmed it.

Mr. Bolton: With a rubber stamp by
the head of the department,

The PREMIER: Did the hon. member
suggest that the Minister should inquire
into the capabilities of all these special
eongbables? It was absard. The Minis-
ter had to depend upon the permanent
head, at any rate to make recommenda-
tiong to him as to whether a certain man
wonld be worth a eertain payment. Tf
there was something extraordinary abont
it, the Minister wounld query it. The
question of the payment and the fixing
of the rate of pay without the Minister's
appraval, was raised. That must be fixed
by the permanent head, and the Minister
subsequently approved of it. In 09 cases
ont of 100 the recommendation of the
permanent officer eould be taken.
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Mr. Price: What about the ease of the
officer who had to wait three months for
his salaryv?

The PREMIER: I do not know, any-
thing about it; that is easily explained,
but it is not exeusable,

Mr. O'LOGHLEXN: In rising to make
a few remarks on the subject of Lhe
police vote, he wished to draw attention
to the report of the Commissioner. Hav-
ing come into eontact with a good num-
ber of members of the police foree, he
was ahle tn say that he believed there
was a good deal of dissatisfaction
amongst them, particularly in the coun-
try distriets. Tt had been contended by
members of Parliament, and by many of
the ountside publie, that too mueh power
was placed in the hands of the superior
officers, the Commissioner and the Super-
intendent, and justice was not meted ount
to the eonstables who had to do most of
the work. 1t could not be said that he
{Mr. O'Loghlen) was looking for popu-
larity, as was said of the member for
Boulder when he spoke on the question
some time before, because there was only
one constable in the whole of his clee-
torate. It was to be regretted that the
appearance of the report of the Commis-
sioner had been delayed. Members had
only just received it, and had not been
given the opportunity of considering it
thoronghly before discussing the vote,
consequently members were not in a posi-
tion to analyse the results of the past
year’s work. In dealing with the laxity
of the (fovernment in not passing an Aet
to prevent the inflax of eriminals, the
Commissioner had served up the strong-
est indietment possible against the Min-
istry not only on this question, but on
other matters as well. The report
stated—

For several years I have been en-
deavouring to have legislation adopted
dealing with the inflox of ecriminals
into this State, and also with regard to
the treatment nf bhabitual eriminals in
the passing of he ‘‘Indeterminate Sen-
tence Act.’’ | . ‘. the present nothing
has been don: and Western Australia
remains the «wn "ng ground for cri-
minals from the Kastern States and
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elsewhere.  Quite recently a noted
eviminal  left here for New South
Wales. but. on arrival in Sydney, he
was iinmediately arvested and ordered
to leave that State. He was met at
Melhourne, where the police told him
he would be arrested should he land
in Vietoria. He, therefore, passed on
to South Australia, where he was simi-
farly dealt with, ultimately arriving
in this State, where no legislation ex-
isted to prevent him landing. T am
also aware of another case where o
dangerous criminal left this State for
South Mustralia; he was arrested and
ardered to leave; he did =0, and later
ol was seen in a certain town in this
State. In neither of the cases men-
tioned were the eriminals natives of
Western Australia, bat, with the law
as il stands at present, this State has
to maintain them in prison.
No ztronger indietmeni could be brought
against a Government. Surely the para-
graph warranted some reply from the
Premier. The report also stated—
The existence of such legislation as I
have referred to elsewhere, eauses cri-
minals who have completed their terms
of imprisonment in Western Australia
tn vemain here, fearing, as they do,
penalties likely to be inflieted on them
shonld thex either commit themselves,
or be found in the Eastern States, and
its absence here encourages eriminals
from other parts of the Commonwealth
and elsewhere to make Western Aus-
tralia their happy hunting greund.
If,as the Commissioner stated, this matter
had heen brought under the notice of the
Government yeav after vear the Premier
should be in a position to make an an-
nouncement in regard to it. Again, the
Commissioner had stated—
Street betting is still carried on, and
will continne until legislation so fre-
(uently asked for and in foree in the
other States finds a place on owr stat-
ute-hook.
In regard to the drink traffic the report
stated—
Another serious aspect of the drink
traffie is that relating to the practice
whereby large quantities of grog are
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ennveved to the workers' camps on the
2oldfields wood lines, and similarly to
the timber workers on the mills in the
South-West. The means employed are
sueh that T am in doubt as to whether
any evasion of the law could be estab-
lished.

The Commissioner had pointed out that
the police officers were powerless to ob-
tain a econviction. Surely in such cir-
cumstanees, where a respousible officer
was pointing out so serious a defect, the
Government of the day should pay some
lieed to repeated requests and bring in the
neeessary lemislation,  The question of
Sunday trading and bona fide travellers
also received some attention from the
Commissioner, who had pointed out many
diltieulties. some of whieh in his (}Mr.
’Loghlen’s) opinioin would itot be over-
eome unfil we adopted a syvstem under
which people would be able to ohtain
liquor during eertain bours on Sundays,
The member for Nanowna had pointed
to the omisgion in the report of any re-
ference to the necessity for the establish-

ment of an inebriates’ home. 1t was of
ne avail sending people to gaol for

drunkenness for the hundredth time, or
even for the fiftieth time, With sueh peo-
ple the habit was chronie and, as had been
done in Adelaide, we should eslablish =
home to which they could be sent. Tt was
degrading to be sending these people to
paol for the hundredth time as we were
doing. On the other hand, in certain
distriets of the State drunkenness was ve-
parded altogether too seriousiy by those
in power; thus one magistrate, for a first
convietion for drumkenness, had sent a
man to gaol for 14 days. Surely, during
the holiday season at least, we should not
regard drunkenness as among the serious
offences, Another point was the laxity
displayed by the Police Department in re-
gard to hawkers. Some mnnths ago. as
the vesult of a promise by the Premier to
make inqniries in respeet 1o hawkers, the
Commissioner of Paolice had snbmitted a
report stating that theve were. perhaps,
half a dozen hawkers, Afghans and Hin-
dons, doing busines in certain parts of
the State. but that they were carrving
on their calling as buyers of sheepskins.
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The report had gone on to state that two
of these hawkers had been convicted and
that there was now no hawking going on.
As a matter of fact one could find 20 of
these bawkers in almost any distriet,
openly carrying their packs all over the
eountry, He knew several reputable
white men who would like to engage in
hawking, but who did not eare to take
the visk of breaking the law. Yat we had
large numbers of .\siaties hawking all
over the State, and we were not getting
any tees from them. Even if we had a
Hawkers Aet he. for one, would not like
to see Asiatics licensed. However, in view
of the existing ¢ircumsiances he heped the
Premier would siate the intentien of the
Governmeut in regard to stopping all
hawking by Asiaties. It was scarcely
possible for the Government to reorgan-
ise the whole of the Police Department,
but he would appeal to the Premier to
give some consideration to these men who
had long years of service behind them,
and who were receiving very small re-
mmeration, 1In the case of these officers
either their remuneration or their travel-
ling allowances should be increased. He
was referring more particularvly to those
men stationed in the outlying pertions of
the State where the travelling allowances
were very small indeed, and where the
police were frequently ecalled upou to
make long journeys. Some of those offi-
cers had been in the serviee for 13 years,
yet, owing to the poliey adopted. of ve-
wanding seniority as against merit, those
officers had but little hope of promotion.
The rise given a short time age of 1s
a day was searcely adegnate, The Com-
missioner in his report had stated—
Arrangemnents have been completed
and are in force, following on Cabinet’s
approval, for the granting of a good
conduet badge or stripe to constables of
nol less than 10 years’ zervice. An offi-
cer is entitled to reeeive the badge on
completion of the term of service speci-
fied, provided he has a c¢lean record for
a period of five years prior to the issue
of such badge. Evidence is already
fortheeming whieh justifies me in the
belief already held that the mark or dis-
tinetion introduced will be a direet in-
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centive to constables to persevere in

maintaining their good eonduet record.
After all a badge did not do mueh towards
filling the empty stomachs of a large
family, and it would be more satisfactory
if some slight inerease of remuneration
were made to accompany the badge. He
trasted that in any future elassifieation
the Minister would take into consideration
the good services and excellent records
of some of the police officers who were
to<lay awaiting deserved promotigin: and
he would appeal fo the Premier to show
some consideration to those oflicers who
were carryling out their duties amidst
nicougenial surroundings and for very
small remuneration.

My, ANGWIXN: The statement of the
Premier that the police were well paid
would find but lttle confirmation. The
pay slarted at Gs. 6d. a day, and after
six months was increased to 7s. Gd.. at
whieh wage a policeman remained until
he had five years service, when it was in-
ercased to Ss. a day; then after he had
served another five years his pay was in-
creased to 9s., where it remained. That
was scarcely high remunervation for a
man who had done his duty faithfully for
10 years. Ie was quile in aecord with the
remarks of the member for Forrest in re-
gard to sending a man to prison for drun-
kenness. To him it had always been a
mystery why we should eharge one man a
fee for selling intoxicating liquor and
send another man to prison for drinking
it. Sometimes, of conrse, it might be ex-
pedient to loek a drunken man up for a
night for his own proteetion, but, as a
matter of principle, he (Mr. Angwin) was
altogether opposed to sending n man to
prison becanse he had taken a little more
intoxicating liquor than was good for
him

My, Seaddan: And thereby inflicting
punishment on his wife and family,

M, ANGWIX: There was no doubt
that the police carvied out their work
splendidly.  Amoengst their extra duties
they had to attend to old-age pension
claims, immigration inquiries and ecollec-
tion of moneys, inquiries and ecollection
of moneys for Charities Department and
Labour Burean, the same for the Medical
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and Publie Heaith Departments and
Perth Public Hospital, alse Taxation,
Immigration Restriction Aet, eustoms and
exvise inquiries, besides whieh the police
were acting as clerks of court, mining
registrars, bailiffs, and so on throughout
the State. In addition, another duty bad
been placed upon them in making them
inspectors under the Vaecinalion Aet,
Consideriug all those dniies it was remark-
able that the Stale was kept as orderly
as it was and that there was not a great
deal of erime in the eountry. There was
provision for a goud eonduet badee, but
that badge depended on what the Com-
missioner or  the inspector considered
aond conduet. 1t might he considered
good conduet to arvest a number of per-
sous., A policeman had veeently told him
that he intended to apply for a removal
because he had been in the distriet for a
few months and had only effected three
arrests. Tt was to be hoped that the good
condnet of a policeman would not be
reckoned according to the number of ar-
rests which he made, but rather according
to his own good condnet and thar of the
diztriet of which he was in eharge. The
force contained an excellent class of men,
and it was a erving shame that the Gov-
ernment should offer them 6s. Gd. per
day to start with, and then after 10 vears’
service mive them 9s. He hoped that the
Government would see the necessity of
giving further inecreases to that splendid
body of men,

The PREMIER: With regard to what
the member for Forrest had said con-
cerning travelling allowaneces, the depart-
ment paid from 6s. to 8s. per day travel-
ling allowance, aecording to the distriet,
and 12s. per day for pgold escorts as
against 35, in New Sonth Wales, 3s. 6d.
in Queensland, 6s. in Sonth Australia, 5s.
in Tasmania, and 1s. Gd. in Victoria.
From &s. to 8s. a day did not seem a bad
allowance.

Mr. O’Loghlen:
pocket on it.

The PREMIER: Eight shillings per
day for a man on horseback ought to be
sufficient. Complaint had been made as
to the Government not bringing down
certain Jegislation. That the Government
were most anxious to do, and if Parlia-

They are ont of
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ment eould do with less talking and more
work morve legislation would he passed.

Mre, Walker: 1If you hiought down bet-
ter stuft vou would get it fhrough,

The PREMIER: The Government
bronght down the very stuff which the
hon. member had been talking abunt. a
measure dealing with the influx of erim-
inals, indeterminate senienees. and other
matters. Unfortunately, the Governnent
were not able to get all their measuves
passed. He had bad a new Andit Bill on
the stocks ever since he had been Trea-
sirer, but had never heen able to find an
opporlunity of getting it through. The
Roads Bill was another measure that had
heen under consideration tor three years,
and he was now thankful that the leader
of the Opposition had agreed to pass it
pro forme. He undevstood that members
on bolh sides interested in roads matters
had arranged the clanses whiel were to
be considered, with the approval of the
lender of the Opposition.

My, Scaddan: NWo: T did not know
that they had decided on the matter.

The PREMIER: The leader of the
Opposition had been understood to say
that he had approved of the arrange-
ment.

Mr. Seaddan: [ =aid T would refer it
to the members inievesied, hut I have not
heard the vesult.

The PREMIER: The Roads Bill was
a large measure of 300 eclauses. and it
would be impossible to discuss every
elause of a measure of that nature.

Mr. Hudson: Ywou cannot prevent us.

The PREMIER: The Bill would not
be proceeded with if the hon. member in-
tended to delay its progress in that way,

Mr. O’Loghlen: That is an admission
of weakness,

The PREMIER: Not at all. The
Cioverinment weve just as anxious as any
members to pass Bills through as rapidly
as they possibly could, but there were
difficulties and vbslacles in the way very
often. WWith regard ie the prosecution of
hawkers, Imperial interests were involved,
and it was a diffieult matter to deal with,
We could not discriminate between In-
dians and white hawkers,

Me. O'Loghlen:  Why
them?

not prosecute
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The PREMIER: They were prose-
cated at every opportunity, but he had
not heard of any hawkers gzoing about
the country ftrom house to house with
1racks on their shouniders,

Mr. Walker: T have heard of an in-
stance within the last few days.

Mr. OLoghlen: T ean give yon 20
such instances.

The PREMIER: TIf hon. members
wmild give information to the department
action would be taken. The police counld
not be expected to waich every person
who was going ahont this very large
conntry, and they must have assistance
from the residents.

Mr. TROY: Tt was not neeessary to
advise the deparinent in regard to hawk-
ers because the hawkers were going about
the eountry everv day and must be seen
by the police. He had seen them in the
Gireenough distriet.

The Premier: Then why not lay an
information?

Mr. TRCY: The Premier had an in-
fernal cheek to ask him to go about the
country telling the police their duty. The
hawkers were trading in loealities where
the police eould not fail to netice them,
and that fact should be sofficient. With
regard to the payment of the toree, if the
police were a good and reliable body of
men it spoke volumes for them, because
their pay did not place them above the
level of temptation. While he did not de-
sire to make any charges, he heavd that
some policemen were rather more than
they should be.

Mr, Heitmann: Guns.

Mr. TROY: Whether or not the
rumonrs were true--and thev only ap-
plied to a few individnals—he was told
that in one or two instances the police re-
sorted to certain praetices whieh were
neither c¢reditable nor honest. but which
brouzht them in additional revenue. He
mipht be asked to give particulars to the
Police Department, but althongh he was
reliably informed, the people who had
advised him of these deings would not he
likely to give further particulars whes
called npon. 'He had no objection, how-
ever. to informing the Colonial Seeretary,
because when there was a rumonr that the
police were doing somethine dishonest
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the romonr shounld be inquired into. If
2 member of Parliament was informed
that something was heing done detri-
mental to a loeality or to the people the
member should inform the Colonial See-
retary, but only that there might he an
inquiry, though it was doubtiul whether
inguiry would he made by the {ommis-
sioner,

The Minister for Mines: You would
not ask for an investigation befure a
charge is made,

Mr. TROY: "The Minisier knew the
difticulty.  The (olinial Secrelary him-
self told of an instance of asking for an
ingquiry into the case of a policeman he
had seen drunk, yet at the inquiry the
Minister’s informant swore the policeman
was not drunk,

The [Premier: How can vou conviet
under those circumsiances?

Mr. TROY: It was impossible. but
when serions rumours were heard the
Colonial Secretary should make inquiries,
There was an huquiry on one oceasion
hut it was not condueted by the (Commis-
sioner in such a way as to get a1 the
truth. The policeman was a despot in a
town, and could compel people to pay
him for allowing them to carry on nefar-
tous practices. This was due to the faet
that the policeman's salary was so small.
The policeman was the only man in a
district who counld allow gambling to go
on, or drinking at all hours, or Sunday
trading. or allow houses of ill-fame to
exist. He rould allow fthese things or dis-
allow them.

Mr. Heitmann: Very often if he dis-
allows them he is shifted,

Mr., TROY: One could not say (hai.
He never heard of an instance of a police-
man heing shifted for doing his duty, but
a policeman could easily say it was tn-
pussible to cateh people at sly-groz zell-
ing. Tn order to protect the people in
places where policemen were all power-
ful, we hould pay our officers well to put
them above temptation. No ecivil servant
was subjeeted to  the same amount of
lemptation as a policeman. TPeople told
him and swore that what they said eon-
cerning certain constables was absolutely
true, but when asked would not follow it
up by making complaints. Tf he thonght
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a policeman’s conduct was bad and to the
detriment of the people of the loeality,
his course would be to ask the Colonial
Seeretary to make an inquiry, but only
for that reason would he say a word. The
rumours he heard affected only one or two
policemen. The great majority of the
police were squave and honourable and
above-board. We should inerease their
pay to put them above temptation.

Ttem, "ommissioner, £750.

Mr, TROY: The Commissioner pos-
sessed a free tramway pass which he ve-
ccived from the Perth Tramway Company.
No eivil servant had the vight to take any
such concession from a body ontside a
pnblic department, because it brenght into
our service the American system of grafi,
in which the prineipal feature of bribery
was the receiving of free passes and sums
of money from private eorporations.

Mr. Monger: Does not every policeman
get a free pass from the tramway com-
pany ?

Mr, TROY: That mattered mot. The
(Commissioner had no right io take this
free pass. One eould not take a free pass
from any party without being under an
obligation to that party, and he (M.
Troy) would refuse to be one in allow
the Commissioner of V’oliee or a police
magistrate to take a free pass from any
corporation outside the public service.

Mr. Draper: Do yon say it is a bribe?

Mr. TROY : No, but it ecould be a bribe.
The Commissioner of Police could aid
the company or could act to the detri-
ment of the company as he chose, yet he
aceepted a eoncession from the company.
If the Labour party were in power and
they allowed the Commissioner of Police
to take a freec pass he (Mr. Troy) would
not sappoert them. Aneother gentleman,
one who sat on the bench and adjudi-
cated on eases in which the eompany
were coneerned, possessed a free pass
from the same company. ‘This giving of
free passes would introduce into our
service the Ameriecan system of gratt
whieh could not be toe strongly ecou-
demned. It was a curse in Ameriea and
would become a ceurse here. The Com-
missioner of Police was as well able to
pay his tramway fares as any other man.
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Why did he get this pass that was denied
to thonsands of other people in the
State?

Mr. Seaddan: Ministers of the Crown
should not aceept free passes either.

Mr. TROY: They should not. He
would never aceept one. In order to
emphasise his ohjection to the Conrmis-
sinner aceepting this free pass, he moved
an amendment—

That the item be reduced by £50,

Mr, HEITMAXNY: No publie servant,
particularly one in receipt of a good
salary, should be in receipt of a gift
from any private company. It was pos-
sible that even members of Parliament
in receipt of gifts from private com-
panies might have to decide between
these companies amd the publie, and it
was well known that when the Commis-
sioner of Police had to take ecertain
action reeently he was called upon by
the tramway company for proteetion for
certain of their employees. Anyone in
receipt of a gift from a particular
company ot individual would deem him-
self under an obligation to that ecmpany
or individual. Tf the Commissioner of
Police had nol aecepted the free pass as
a bribe one could venture to say the
pass was piven by the tramway company
as a bribe for some future favours par-
haps. Tt was wrong for the Commis-
sianer to be under an obligation to any
private cmnpany. It allowed others to
believe the pass was given as a bribs,
and public servants should be above sus-
picion in this regard. 1t was said one
of our magistrates was in receipt of one
of these gifts. It was a wrong course.
Thgse gentlemen should recognise it in
that light.

Sitting suspended from 6.13 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. TROY : It was due to the Premier
to let the House know whether he ¢ham-
pioned the conduet of the Commissioner
of Tolice in connection with the tram-
way comipany. The Premier as head of
the (iovernment should give his opinion
on the matter to the Committee.

The PREMIER: Every member of the
police force travelled free on the fram-
Ways.
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Mr. Walker: At whose expense?

The PREMIER : At the expense of the
company.

Mr. Troy: On duty?

The PREMIER: On duty, and off duty,
und there was noe reason why the Com-
missioner should not also travel free on
the tramways if the company wished to
oxtend to that officer that courtesy. Ee
(the P’remier) had held a free pass on
the tvamwavs ever since he had been a
Minister of the Crown, and in faet every
member of the Ministry had a pass, and
among others who held free passes were
the mayor and the chief magistrate of
the City. In 1904 or 1905 when the
Labour administration were in office, he
helieved that the members of that Minis-
try also had passes over the tramway
svetem. It was idle and it was childish
to infer that anyoue would sell his hon-
our and integrity for the price of a free
pass over the tramways of Perth, and it
was  surprising that the hon. member
should indulge in opinions sueh as these
which he had expressed earlier in the
afternonn, If the hon. member had not
directly asked for an opinion with regard
to the matter, he (the Premier) would
cerfainly have allowed the matter to
pass,

Mr. WALKER: It was surprising to
hear the tone adopted by the Premier.
There eould be no question whatever that
a company whieh was lavish in its per-
quisttes to oflicialdom was likely to re-
ceive mare favourable consideration.

The Premier: Not at all.

Mr. WALKER: It was likely; it was
human natore.

The Premier: Not at all. .

Mr. WALKER : It was human natwe
everyvwhere.

The Premier: Purely the hon. mem-
ber’s imagination.

Mr. WALKER: It was n fact, and
whenever this company had come int-
confliet with the people, the Government
had stood for the tramway company as
against the people.

The Premier: Have they?

Mr. WALKER: There was the proof
that whenever this eompany required to
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be defended they had been defended from
the Government benches.
_ The Premier: That is not so.

Mr. WALKER: That was absolutely
frue.

The Premier: The hon. member knows
it is not troe.

Mr. WALKER: It was true, and Han-
sard wounld bear him out.

The Premier: The Government
always support law and ovder,

Mr. WALKER: Tu every instanee the
CGovernment gave their support to the
mobnopolist and helped to assist those who
had wealth, and had ever neglected those
struggling for a mere pittance. Was it
not a fact that

The Premier: No.

Mr. WALRKRER: If the Premier wanted
to make a farce, as he ever tried to do,
of what was being said or done—

The Premier: The hon. member is
making the farce.

Mr. WALKER: Some truths were
being told whieh the Premier did not like
to hear.

The CHAIRMAN: The guestion be-
fore the Committee was the reduction of
the item.

Mr. WALEKER: It was in answer io
the argumenis against the reduaetion of
the vote nsed by the Premier that he was
speaking, and at the same time he was
trving to parry the foolish insults to the
Opposition side of the House.

Mr. Trov: And the repeated interjee-
tions.

Mr. WALKER: And those interjee-
{irms shonld be as mueh noticed by the
Chairman as any slight dereliction frora
the Opposition side. He was saying that
it had ever been recognised as a principle
in all British countries that favours
should be aceepted by no one who hap-
pened to dispense justice in any form.
It was only human nature that where a
kindness was shown there was a tend-
ency for the quid pro que; that was to
say, to return the kindness in some form
or other, and it was not the value in kind,
or the pass, it was not the cost of a tram
ride that did it, but this eourtesy, this
favour granted was the matter which
would tfell, or else human nature had

will
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changed its characler. It would have
its influence wherever a favour eould be
done in return, and it would be done or
else human nature was worse than he
thought it. It was a seandal that the
Governmen! of this great country should
be dependent upon the charity or favour,
whatever oue liked to eall it, of the
tramway company for the transit of its
policemen fhrough the publie streets. 1t
was iniquitous; it was a wrong prineipie
to go upon that this little nation shounld
take its perquisiles from a tramway eom-
pany. We had given that tramway com-
pany coneessions, and that there might
be no ery about these coneessions on the
part of the State, or a cry for munici-
palisation, or the nationalisation of the
tramways, and in order that such move-
ments might be checked, the tramway
company in its worldly wisdom had
lavishly  distributed everywhere to
mayors, to Ministers, to heads of depart-
ments, and the chief of police, and the
policemen, these free passes.

Mr. Monger: Not to members of Par-
liament.

Mr. WALKER: Members of Parliament
had no right to free passes, and neither
had the Government any right to them.
‘We had made a contract with the tram-
way company to allow them to use
our public streets, and had given them
other concessions, and in return they were
to give a tramway serviee. It was a plain
business agreement, and it ended there.
Was it thought that this company or any
other trading or business concern gave
free passes for wothing? Had they not
some motive or purpose in doing it?
Ministers conld not ¢laim these free passes
as a right, and neither could the Com-
missioner of Police.  Whey then were
these passes aceepted? These passes were
a gift, and an insidious form of bribery.
whielt should be checked in the name of
pure government. Above all the chief
of police should not aecept a free pass.
The chief of police was our servant, and
were we to proclaim to the world that we
were too poor, or too mean, to buy him
a pass over the tramways? Tf we were
not too poer or not too mean it was our
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duty to see that we did not impose upon
a private company. We were tmposing
upon the company, and the Government
were guilty and the coantry was guilty
of an imposition, and 1t was our duty
to avoid even an  impulation of
such a thing. This tramway company.
in their generosity, had thrown free
passes around ad libitum, and a noticeable
feature was that those who could do the
company the greatest injury in times of
trouble were the holders of passes. The
time might eome when the chief of police,
the magistraies, or the police themselves
might have to deal with some trouble, and
how could they do it with the same free-
dom if they had been recipients of free
rides on the tramavays. [t was absolutely
seandalons that we should be dependent
for the purposes of the duties of the
police upon the charity, ov the benevo-
lenee, or favours, or whatever name one
would call it, of the tramway company.
At the present time there must be sus-
picion in the minds of the publie that
these passes had heen granted for a pur-
pose, and that this company was no more
generous than any ofher company. and
that it had no money uof its shareholders,

if the vulgar term might he used. fo
“chugk” away. [t ecould not even pay

its employees a decent wage, and under
such civeumstances for the chief of police
to aceept a gratnitous pass was a reflee-
tion upon the manliness of the State.
Would it be tolerated in England; would
high officials there he allowed to aceept
favours from any publie company which
at any time the Government might have
to eorrect or harshly deal with? Not for
a moment would this be allowed. Why
then, should it be tolerated to-day in Aus-
tralia? Tssues were arising in which this
company would have to stand before the
bar of publie opinion, and in the mean-
time criticism was hushed by paltrv bribes
of free passes to premiers and commis-
sioners of police.

Mr. TROY : Miserably enough the Pre-
mier had excused his endorsement of this
poliey of taking free passes from privafe
corporations by the allegation that when
the Tabour Government were in power
they had done the same. The Premier
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was in the habit of pointing to the Labour
Guovernment whenever he wished to excuse
anything he himself was doing. Appar-
ently. all things that the Labour Govern-
ment had done were excusable in the eyes
of the Premier; vet. when the Labour
Tovernment were in office, the Premier
and his supporters of to-day had not had
a sinple good word for that Government.
The supporters of the present Government
were all bought by concessions. When
a member on the Ministerial side showed
a desire to think for himself be was im-
mediately purchased. That was the pre-
vailing poliey, aud, presumably. it would
continue while the present Miunistry ve-
mained in power. We had heen told it
was absurd to take exception to this prin-
ciple of free passes: yet even in America
it had been deelaved to be a vicious prin-
ciple for a politician to take free passes
from private railway eompanies. Was
uot the system of free passes equally viei-
ous in Western Anstralia. where il was
indulged 1in, not only by politicians but
hy publie servants, by bigh officials who
controlled large and important depact-
wents? There might be some excuse for
an ordinary policeman in the course of
his doty jumping on a tramear, but it
was nolb the duty of the Commisioner to
wo around the streets attending to the pre-
servation of law and order. That officer,
presumably. went straight from his home
to his office; and in any case the Govern-
ment provided the Commissioner of Police
with a drag and four horses and with a
motor car in case it was necessary for him
to move abont anywhere. Why, then, was
it necessary that the Commissioner of
Police should run the risk of selling his
liberties to a tramway company hy the
acceplance of a free pass? Did the Com-
missioner for Railways also have a free
pass from the tramway company; did the
Judges possess free passes? No. Like
the Commisioner for Railways the judges
could give no quid pro quo and. conse-
" quently, they had no free passes from the
tramway eompany. The only people who
possessed free passes were the (‘ommis-
stoner of Police and the Police Mamstrate
of Perth, beth of whom in iheir judicial

eapacity had been bronght into close as-
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sociation with the framway company dur-
ing the recent strike. Whether or not the
Commissioner of Polive had then felt
under an obligation to the tramway com-
pauy it was impossible to say, but we
knew that during the cows=e of Lhat
strike  the Commissioner ol Poliwe
had semi out numberless mounted
troopers into the street, who had
done more than auyvtling else to dis-
turb the citizens. These troopers had rid-
den aver iunvcent people and had pushed
down the wife of the member for Mur-
chison. It was impossible not to suspect
that in this attitude the Commisioner of
TPolice liad been largely influenced by the
recollection of his obligations to the tram-
way company.  We had heen told the wiv-
ing of free passes was a mere conrtesy;
but were not all bribes given as acts of
courtesy? The (Commissioner of TPolice
was decidedly under an obligation to the
tramway company, and the Government
alsn, by the acceptance of free passes, had
put themselves under a like obligation,
which. however, they had fully discharegd
by proseeuting persons for assisting the
sirikers in the recent industrial trouble.
Tt was necessary that we shonld make a
stand against this sort of thing. If the
Commissioner of Police had a spark of
manliness in him he would not have aec-
cepled a free pass from the iramnway com-
pany, and if he (Mr. Troy) were the
Calonial Secretary Le would insist upon
the immediate restoration to the company
of that free pass.

Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following resunit:—

Aves .. .. .. 15
Noes . .. .. 22
Majority against o T
AYES.
Mr. Bolton Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Collier Mr. Price
Mr. Gill Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Gourley Mr. 8wan
Mr. Heiltmaon | Mr. Troy
Mr. Hudson Mr. Walker
Mr. Jehnszon Mr. Underwood
Mr. McDowall (Teller).
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Noes. nmade, the division must be taken over
Ar. Brown Mr. ;;ayr:a;: awain.
Alr. Butcher Mr. Mlitche . s C'ha ey ey
Mr. Carson I Mr. Monger The ('hairman: I could not be satlsh?u
Mr, Daglish Mr. 8. F. Moore tliat a mistake was made. I aceepted the
bir. Davies ! Mr. Murphy tellers’ signed lists.
Mr. Draper {  Mr. Naoson “ote put and a division taken with the
Mr. Foulkes | Mr. Osborn A (’tf put X
Mr. Gearge Mr. Plesse fullowing result:—
Mr. Gregory Mr. F. Wllson Ayes .. . 22
Mr. Harper Mr. Gordoh Noes . . 17
Mr. Hayward l (Teller). .
Mr. Jacoby .. _
. Majority for .. 5
Amendment thus negatived. _
- AvEs.
Mr. GORDON moved— e B v Lavman
- . . T r. Brown l r. Layma
That the Committer du now durfh. Mr. Bulcher Mr. Mitchell
Motion pui, and a division taken with Mr. Carson Mr. Monger
J wine result i— Mr. Daglish Mr. 8. F. Moors
the j“l_]“_ e rest 99 Mr. Davies | Mr. Murphy
Aves - ' Txw Mr. Draper Mr. Nanson
Noes . .. 15 Mr. Foulkes | Mr. Osborn
—_ Mr. George k Mr. Plesse
2T f o - Mr. Grogory Mr. I, Wilzson
' 7
Majority for Mr, Harper Mr. Gordan
- Mr. Hayward (Teller).
AYES. Mr. Jacoby |
Mr. Brown Mr. Layman
Mr. Buicher Mr. Mitchell Nogs.
Mr. Carson Mr. Mouger Mr. Angwin Mr. McDowall
Mr. Daglish Mr. S. I AMaere Mr. Bolton Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Davles Mr. Murphy Mr. Collier Mr. Price
Mr. Draper Mr. Nansoo Mr. Gill Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Foulkes Mr, Osborn Mr. Gourley Mre. Swan
Mr. George Mr. Piesce Mr. Heltmann Mr. Troy
Mr. Gregory Mr. F. Wllson Mr. Holman Mr. Underwaood
Mr. Harper Mr. Gordon Mr. Hudson Mr. Walker
br. Hayward {Teiler). Mr. Johnson (Teller).
Mr. Jacoby Voie {hus passed.
Noes. . )
#Mr. Angwin ! Mr. O’Loghlen Point Of O"‘?e"-
Mr. Bolton Mr. Price Mr. Seaddan: On a point of order. I
Mr. Colller i Mn Seaddan desire to draw attention teo Standing
Mr. GIU Mr. Swen Ovder No. 203, which reads—
Mr. Gourley Mr. Troy In se of eonfusi e
Mr. Helimaon | Mr. walker | ease of coniusion or error con-
Mr. Hudson I Mr. Underwaod cerning the numbers reported, unless
Mr. Johneon | (Teller). the same ean be otherwise correctel,
Mr. MeDowall : the House shall proceed to another
* S¢o Point of Order later.

Motion thus passed.

Mr. MeDowall: Did you, Mr, Chair-
man, announce in the last division that
the Noes were 15, because 16 members
voted?

The Chairman: I accepted the tellers’
signed statements on both sides.

Mr, Scaddan: I would draw attention
to the fact that the Standing Orders pro-
vide that when a mistake has been
brought under the Chairman’s notiee,
and he is satisfied that a mistake was

division.
Then No. 204 states—

If the numbers have been inaccu-
rately reported to the Honse, tha
House, on being afterwards informed
thereof, shall order the Votrs and Pro-
ceedings to be corrvected.

For the pnrposc of satisfving yourseif
that the numbers reported to you wese
inaceurate. I would suggest that you
should read out the names recorded in the
previous division, and any member wlo
was present but whose name is cmitted,
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can draw attention to it, and the neces-
sary correction can be made.

The Chairman: I would point out that
the tellers hand up signed lists with the
numbers, and I accept them as being
eorrect. 1t is not my province to ¢ount

the members oi the Committee, but sinee -

the guestion has been raised if is within
the power of the Committee to have the
voling list correcied. If any member’s
name was omitted a eorreection can be
made.

The Premier: The result of the divi-
siun had been declared and the doors had
been thrown cpen hefore your aitention
was drawn to the mistake. I submit that
vou cannot mahe a eorrection after the
doors have been thrown open, and other
members have had an opportunity of
entering the Chamber.

Mr. Seaddan: Will you
Standing Order?

The Promier: 1 give that as common-
sense.

The Chairman: After the division was
declared we proceeded to put the vote,
and during that procedure my attention
was ealled to the mistake. In the mean-
time the dovrs had been thrown open.
The Standing Orders give power to rec-
tify the error, but as 1 pointed ont then
it was foo late, and I proceeded with the
next division. If the Comumittee desire to
have included the name of the member
who was omitted from the list T am pre-
pared to do that.

Mr. Walker: I respectfully submit that
if at auy time afterwards an error is
diseovered, it may be corrected, and that
it is not now too late to do that. The
Standing Qrders say, ‘*If the nnmbers
have been inaceurately reported to the
House, the Iouse, on being afterwards
informed theveof, shall ovder the TV otes
and Proceedings 1o be corrected.”

The Premier: Some member ean de-
clare that his name has been omitted.

The Chairman: I know the hon. mem-
ber whose name was omitted. On lock-
ing over the division list T find that the
member for Murehison, who was in the
Chamber, was left out.

Mr. Ilolman: T was not in the Cham-
ber; I came in after the division.

quote the
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My, Seaddan: I would draw attention
to May on the question—

The division paper is handed to the
Speaker, who declares the numbers,
and siates the deiermination of the
House. If two tellers differ as to the
numbers on the side told by them, or
if a mistake regarding the numbers he
discovered, unless the tellers agree
thereon, n seecond division must take
place, when the numbers will be cor-
rectly eeported by the Speaker. If a
mistake is snbsequently discovered, it
will be ordered to be corrected in the
journal.

I am simply asking that the Chairman
shall diseover the name of the member
omitted from the division list,

The Minister for Works: That ean be
doue by reading out the Noes.

Mr. Beaddan: That is exaetly what I
was asking when the Premier intervened.
I asked that the Chairman should read
ont the names. Then the member whose
name is omitted can state the faet and
the omission ean be rectified.

The Premier: I do not object to that.

The Chairtman: The Premier merely
raised the point that it was late, just as
I bad previocusly done. I then pointed
out the method by which the error eould
be rectified in the journals. To get over
the diffienlty I will read the names on
the list signed by the teller for the Noes.
[List read.]

Mr. Angwin: I was present during the
division and my name has been omifted.

The Chairman: Then the name of the
hon. member will be inserted in the divi-
sion list.

Commitice Resumed.

Vote—Public Gardens, £1.789—agreed
to.
Vote—Registry, £8,015—agreed to.
Vote—Rotinest, £650:
Mr. BOLTON: There were certain eoi-
tages on Hotinest Island furnished to en-
tertain Ministers of the Crown and their
wives and families, and until recently
they were restricted to Ministers.

Mr. Scaddan: Why look at me?

Mr. BOLTON: Because the hon. mem-
ber was foolish enough to break the
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monopely.  Why was it necessary to
furnish a ecertain number of cottages for
Alinisters ! Tt was not known there were
st many ecoltages available at Rottnest
for Ministers only., It was said of course
that uny member of Parliament ecould
ocenpy one of the cottages if it was con-
venient. At one time charges were
hurled against the Labour Government
for having a Government cottage which
was not furnished by the Government
and for which rent was charged to those
aeenpying it, bul the Labour (tovernment
were not puilty of furnishing cottages
at Rottnest and having a caretaker at
their beck and eall and restricting the
privilege to Ministers of the Crown,

The PREMIER: One would imagine
the hon. member had struck something
very repreheusible. These Government
cottares at Roitnest had been in exist-
ence for the last nine or ten vears. There
were three of them, and Ministers had
fhe first call on them. If they were not
ntilised by Ministers there was no reason
why members of the House should net
use them.

Mr. Bolton:
vacant ¥

The PREMIER : Yes, for months. They
were even utilised by servants of the
Government on more than one oeceasion.

Mr. Bolton: Is it fair that lady folks
should oceupy them for five or six months
at a stretch ¢

The PREMIER: One did not know to
whom the hon. member referred. Tt cost
the ecountry nothing. The cottages were
furnished and had better be ocenpied
than be empty. There was nothing wrong
about it. e would be very pleased to
extend the privilege to anyone that ecould
be conveniently accommodated.

My. MURPHY: There was a salary of
£150 for a caretaker. Who got this
money? The man who locked after the
island and who was responsible for
making it so popular that last Christmas
there were 600 people camped there was
paid a salary of £194 as a warder under
the gaols vote. Then who pot this £150%
Certainly not the man by whose energy
and brains and organisation there were

Have they ever been
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40 miles of road on the island and the
ideal camping ground of Australasia.

The PREMIER: The official who re-
eeived the £150 was one of the warders
named O 'Duonoghue, The item was trans-
ferred from paols and charged up against
Rottrest. The bulk of the expenditure
was for contingencies, £500, being pro-
vided to supply camps and carry out fur-
ther improvements. There were 24
camps provided at rents ranging from 6s.
to 10s. a week. Several hundreds of
people were camped on the island during
the Christmas holidays, and the total
revenue colleeted in this direection was
€94 10s. 1t was a very fair retorn. The
water was laid on to the eamps, and they
were supplied with firewood and eooking
utensils, and sanitary eonveniences. The
zaol authorities also supplied bread and
meat, and it was delivered in a eart, from
whiel it was purchased. There had been
quite a rush to the island, and some of
the eamps had been booked weeks ahead.
A number of people who had come down
from the goldfields were taking advant-
age of the opportunity of getting to the
island, [t was a eapital institution, and
it was hoped to make it inereasingly
popular.

Mr. HGDSOX : The idea was eertainly
one that should be commended, but the
Premier might state whether it was a
faet that in spite of the advertisements
that the whale of the island was avail-
able to visitors these visitors who eu-
gaged tents were limited to a certain area
of the island, and were not allowed to go
on the back beach or to the swimming
pool, and that the area to which they
were vestricted was mostly sand. It was
not wise to advertise the advantages of
the island and then restriet visitors to
a small area.

The PREMIER: It was generally
known that no one ecould enter the penal
portion of the island without a special
permit; that was obvious to everyone.
The other day, in addition to the number
of people who had eamped at the island,
some 1,200 excursionists were landed
there, and these people could not be per-
mitted to overrun the penal part of the
island. The hon. member was mistaken



2632

when he said that the campers eould not
go to the baek beach. It was hoped that
within a short time it would be possible
to make arrangements to throw open the
whole island. At the present time there
were about 50 prisoners there—30 whites
and 20 natives. Tt was intended to dis-
pense with the white prisoners as early
as possible, and econtinue the work of
improving the izland with the aborigines.
By next summer it was hoped to have
the whole of the island available to the
publie.

Ar. UNDERWOOD: It would be jost
as well to make the island either a penal
settlement or a pleasure resort; it was
not suitable for both.

The Premier: 1t 1s being improved.

M, UNDERWOOD: While agreeing
that i mizht be more economieal to make
the improvements with prison labour, it
should be the ubject of the Government
to entirely vemove those prisoners from
the island if the objeet was to make Lhe
island a pleasure rvesort.

Mr. MURPHY: Everything that the
Premier had stated was borne out by
those who had visited the island during
the present season. The member for
Dundas bad remarked about the ordinary
camper nof being allowed to wander over
every siquare foot of the island at his
own sweet will.

Mr. Hudson: I said nothing abonl
““every square foot of the island.’’

Mr. MURPHY: The hon. member
should know why it was necessary te
obtain permits to the penal settlement.

Mr. Hudson: Why advertise that the
whoele of the island woald be open if only
a poction of it is to be made available?

Mr. MURPHY: The Premier had
spoken in landatory terms of the zood
wark which had been done at the island,
and the facilities given to holiday
makers to enjoy themselves there, but
what the Premier forgot to tell the
House was that the whole suecess of
Rotinest was due to the man who for
the past few years had been in charge
of that island, and who lind been elassi-
fied as a warder. That was said withoat
discounting in any way the work which
had been done by others. It had yet to
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be learned that it was part of the duty of
the partieular warder to whom he bad re-
ferred to plan out and improve the ap-
pearance of the island.

Mz, Angwin: The sarveyors were there
first, and he is merely carrying out the
work which they started.

Mr. MURPHY : This officer carried out
the work of improvement long before the
surveyors went there. Over 20 miles of
roads were made there by this officer, Mr,
Paterson, before the surveyors were at
Rottnest, and vet he was classified as a
warder, and he was not given the reward
to whieh he was entitled.

My, Scaddan: And it was promised to
him,

Mr. MURPHY: And as the leader of
the Opposition said, it had been prom-
ised. The excuse which had been made to
this officer when he as a Government ser-
vant failed to get the position of Superin-
tendent of the Old Men’s Home which was
given to a new chum, was that the Gov-
ernment would find something better for
him at Rottnest. It would be interesting
to know who the three warders were
over there.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
was not in order in discussing warders in
conneclion with the Rottnest Island vote.

Mr. MURPHY: \YWhat he desired to
know was that if Mr. O’Donoghue was
elassified as earetaker of the island. who
were the three warders?

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
was not in order in referring to the ward-
ers.

Mr. ANGWIN: The officer in charge of
the prisoners at Roftnest was no doubt a
good man, but we could not get away
from the faet that there were warders
who were not over there, and whe had to
carry out work, and who had earried out
work, which was perhaps of greater im-
portance.

Mr. Murphy: Not one.

Mr., ANGWIN : There were several
whose names could be mentioned who had
ability to earry on this work. The
amount which was down for Rotinest was
in his opinion rather excessive. Ie re-
alised the necessity for a caretaker, and
the necessity for someone to be there to
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Pprevent any damage being done, 1f there
were to be no future works carried ount
there, and the prisoners were to be re-
moved, why was there any necessity to
increase the vote this year? It was pleas-
ing to hear that the island was becoming
popular as a holiday resort, though per-
sonally he would rvather remain on the
mainland where there were equally good
attractions at the various beaches.
The work which had been done at
Rotitnest no doubt had been beneficial,
and it was pleasing to know the Pre-
mier had enjoyed his holiday there, but
it might be stated what it was intended
to do with regard to further improve-
ments, and whether it was iniended to
withdraw the prisoners from the island.

AMr. O’LOGHLEN: Wih regard to the
vote. he was in entire sympathy with the
member for Fremantle in the attempt to
improve the condition of the warder in
question, but that member’s attitude was
in striking eontrast to the attitude he ad-
opted a little while ago when members
of the Oppositinn were trying to improve
the position of hundreds of men who were
reeeiving fis. Gd. a day. When, on the
Estimates of the Police Department, hon,
members had tried to voice certain griev-
ances the Government whip had moved
the gag and blocked all discussion.
But, apparently, the Government whip
knew his duty well and whom to serve,
for there was no appearance of him just
now.

The CHATRMAN: The hon, member
would have to diseuss the item.

Mr. ’LOGHLEX : Like others, he had
every sympathy with this particular officer
at Rottnest, but he wounld venture to
assert that the member for Fremantle in
looking for recopnition of this officer’s
services would only get it from the Op-
position. Bevond that he (Mr. O'Logh-
len} would unly sayv he was absolutely
disgnsted with the aetion of the Govern-
ment in applying the gag.

Mr. Murphy: You ought to go to New
Sonth Wales.

Mr. HARPER: The
member for Fremantle met with his
bearty approval. The officer nnder dis-
cussion had displayed great energy and
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ability and was deserving of an incrense
of salary.

Mr. SCADDAN: So good an ofticer
was 3r. Paterson that, manifestly. his
services were simply being wasted at Rott-
nest.

The CHAIRMAN: It was necessary
to point out that he had allowed discus-
sion on this subjeet under the misappre-
hension that Mr., Paterson came under
this department. Tt now seemed that Mr.
Paterson’s position had been dealt with
wnder ‘‘gaols,’”’ in the KEstimates, and
that the officer represented in the item
under discussion was the eavetaker, Mr.
O Donoghue,  Therefore, he could not
allow the diseussion ta proceed any fur-
ther, except by way of explanation.

Mr. SCADDAN: It was necessary to
draw the attention of the Chairman, or
of those prompting him in the matter—-—

The Premier: I do not kmow whether
the hon. member is alluding to me when he
speaks of prompting.

AMre. SCADDAXN: Yes.

The Premier: [ was simply answering
a question put by the Chair.

The CHAIRMAN: Having confused
the discussion on the vote for Ruottnest
with that for the maels, he had nslked the
Minister in  charge of the Estimates
whether Mr. Paterson was the caretaker
referved to, ‘and the Premier had ex-
plained that Mr. Paterson’s position had
been dealt with under “gaols.” Finding
this was so, he (the Chairman) had ruled
the diseussion out of order, and he could
not now allow it to wo any further.

Mr. Holman: Seeing that the care-
taker is direetly responsible to Mr. T*ater-
son the diseussion must hinge upon Mr.
Paterson.

Mr. SCADDAN: The diseussion was
o Rottnest generally, and item No. 2 had
referenee to improvements and ineident-
als, £500. He would like to know how
much of this money was handled by Mr,
O Donoghue. Was it not a faet that M.
O’'Donoghue, as ecaretaker, was merely
paid from the Roltnest vote as a subter-
fuge, that Mr. (’Donoghue was nothing
more or less than a warder attached to
the Fremantle gaol, but that in order Lo
lessen the expenditure of the gaol he was
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paid his salary as earetaker on the island
from this vote? The Premier himself bad
puinted out that the caretaker was paid
his salary from this vote in order to lessen
the hurden on the gaol, and that it was a
fair chavge against Rottnest. The point
was that Mr, O'Donoghue was a warder
of the gzaol, and that the item of £500 was
really in the conirol of Mr, Paterson, who
was the superintendent at Rottnest. In
his (Mr, Scaddan’s) opinion, the services
of Mr, Paterson were in a large measure
wasted at Rottnest, for that officer could
be more advanlageously employed else-
where. Notwithstanding what the mem-
ber for East Fremantle had said, Mr.
Paterson had himself designed and carried
out most of the imprevements that had
been effected at Rottnest. Again, it was
due to the members of the House that they
should at times have a call on the cottages
at Rottnest, and he would suggest that
the Premier arrange a week-end trip to
Rottuest for members, in order that they
mirht see for themselves the amount of
good work done on the island. The
majority of the people utilising Rottnest
to-day were residents of the coast. If the
people of the inland districts knew more
of the advantages offered by the island
as a holiday vesort they would freely ap-
ply for the camps provided: and in his
opinion they should have first call as
against the people living the whole year
round on the ceast, if not actually at the
seagide. It was not proposed to abolish
the gaol at Rottnest, although it was in-
tended to remove all the white prisoners,
leaving only some blacks to make further
improvements. That was a wise course,
and he was entirely in favour of the pro-
jeet of popularising the island in order
that visitors from inland might there find
recreation without the necessify of going
bevond the limits of the State,

Mr. ANGWIN: It shonld be made
clear that he had said nothing derogatory
to Mr. Paterson. \What he had said was
that that officer was as well paid as other
officers of equal ability. [f it was true,
as the leader of the Opposition bad
stated, thul the earetaker of Hottnest was
not the person whom the Premier said he
was, then the Committee had been wrongly
informed by the Premier. Either the
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leader of the Opposition was right and
the Premier wrong, or the reverse was the
case,

The Premier: We are both right.

Mr. ANGWIN: It might even be that
the gaoler there bad taken on himself the
position of cavetaker without instruetions,
The TPremier bhad said this item was for
Mr. O'Donozhue and not for Mr. Pater-
sou.

My, Seaddan: That is correet, but [
say it is a subterfuge.

Mr. ANGWIN: XNo doubt in time to
come Roftnest would be popular with
those whoe wanted a vest, though never,
perhaps, with those who were [ooking
for enjovment. He desired to knew what
the £275 increase vepresented.

The PREMIER: That amount of £500
was to pay for improvements on the is-
land, tents for camping purposes, and
other things,

Vote put and passed.

Progress reported.

BILL--REDISTRIBUTION OF SEATS.
Second Reading.

Debate resumed from 20th Deeember,
1910.

Mr. DRAPER (West Perth): The
time since the House last met seems to
have been taken up with fishing at Rott-
nest and holidaymaking there, and as it
is 10 days since we discussed this measure
perhaps the House will not regard it as
offensive if I remind them what is the
prineiple of the second veading, namely,
whether there is to a redistribution of
seats or not, Wlen no opposition
was made te the pre-se<sional addresses
which were delivered in the eountry on
more than one oecasion aunouneing a Re-
distribution of Seats Bilt, and when we
find the Attorney General introducing
the Bill and the leader of the Opposition
getting up and stating that he agreed
with a redistribution of seats, it is some-
what surprising that iu these circum-
stances any aerimony should be imported
inlo this debate.

Mr. Scaddan :
pass this Bill,

T did nol say we should
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Mr. DRAPER: YWe have had this Bill
very ably explained by the Attorney Gen-
eral and, in addition, we have figures be-
fore us which no oue has ventured to con-
tradiet and which, therefore, must be
taken as eorreci. Yet in spite of that,

we have three members in suecession on’

the other side of the House giving us
figures, choosing certain combinations to
suit their arguments, and making charges
against the Government of a serious na-
ture in connection with the infroduction
of this Rill. T do not blame members of
the Opposition. Tt is unforfunately one
of the recogmised prineciples of party Gov-
ernment that it is  the duty
of an Opposition o oppose, and
in opposing a Bill the Opposition
no doubi feel justified in taking
hold of any argument which will suvit
their purpose. It is not a diffieult mat-
ter for anyone, who will consider for
one moment bow many possible combina-
tions there are in a matter of this kind,
to make up a different combination to
prove his case. We lhave 135,000 electors,
and we have 30 electorates, and T need not
remind members that the number of pus-
sible combinaiions in those figures is al-
most infinite; thevefore, the argmment
which is brought forward by members on
the other side on the basis of figures of
their own choosing, and the charges
against the Government, carry no weight
with anyone aecquainted with Parliament-
ary practice. No credit was given to the
Government for the difficulty of introdue-
ing a Redistribntion of Seats Bill, to
which it is admifted on both sides of the
House we cannot apply the only logieal
pringiple; T refer to the principle of a
redistribution of seats on a population
basis. Unfortunately, in the cireumstan-
ces of this State, where we have a seat-
tered and very often sparse population,
where we have a eclimate which extends
from comparatively cold in Albany to fhe
beat of the tropics, and indnstries varying
in proportion to the climate, and popala-
tion varying also according to the cliinate,
it has to be admiited that we camnol at
present adopt the only logical hasis, viz.,
a redistribution on a population basis.

Mr. Seaddan: Tt iz not almitted.
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Mr. DRAPER: I understand that it
was. Three charges have heen brought
against the Government. One was by the
leader of the Opposition, whose speech,
T admit, was in many respects fair, vet
on every oceasion, inside this House and
outstde of it, he deseribes this Bill as pure
rerrymandering.

Mr. Scaddan: Hear, hear.
that.

My. DRAPER We have another
charge brought forward by the member
tor Kalgoorlie who, I regret, is absent.
that the Governmeni have sunk to the
lowest depths of political degradation.
We have still the further charge made by
the member for Brown Hill. when he
deseribed this Bill as the most shameless
and dishonest piece of politieal jobbery
ever perpetrated.

Mr Heitmann: Very mild.

Mr. DRAPER: That is the kind of
eriticism whieh is not entitled to very
muech weight in the eountry. One would
expect at any rate, when we have eharges
of this kind made, that they would be
substantiated from ile Bill ilself and
not from faneiful figures and faneiful
combinations, which members on the Op-
position side may make from those figures
to suib their own purposes.

Mvr, Johuson: It is easily done from the
maps.

Mr. DRAPER: The maps show noth-
ing.” Fhey show nothing in any way con-
trary to the principle of the Queensland
Act, which has been advocated by mem-
bers on that side of the House. Tet us
take fixstly the charge of the lender of
the Opposition that the Bill is pure gerry-
mandering. The instance which he gives
is that of the alterations to the Collie
and Sussex electorates. "When we have a
Bill described as pure gerrymandering.
and when we have that charge repeated
eh every possible oceasion, one would ex-
pect to find that in no single case throngh-
ont the measure have the Guvernment
done anything which could possiblv be of
any advantage to the Opposition. If
members could prove that thev would sub-
stantiate their charge of gerrymandering.

Mr, Heitmaon: It is not neeessary to
o that far.

T stand to
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Mr. DRAPER: The Bill is described
as pure gerryvmandering throughout.

AMr, Heitinann: Yes; and if yvoun gerry-
mander one electorate it is pure gerry-
maudering.

Mr. DRAPER: I will take the instance -

of the Collie and Sussex boundaries. We
had some member on the Opposition side
of the House stating that the Labour
party have no right to the full representa-
tion in the Federal Senate, and that it
was nol fair that those who weve not
members of the T.abour party should be
practically unrepresented. That is a fair
and commonsense statement to make, and
one which is strictly in conformity with
what was advoeated by the leader of the
Opposition, namely, proportional repre-
sentation. Let us apply that. At the
present time we have Collie retorning a
member of the Opposition, and Sussex
retuwrning the leader of the Government,
and hecause, in order to obfain commuaity
of iuterest the Collie seat is made certain
for the Opposition

Mr. Bollon: It was already certain.

My, DRAPER: Because the Collie seat
is made certain for the Opposition mem-
ber and the Sussex seat is said to be made
sure for the leader of the Government,
the Bill is ealled pure gerrymandering.
That is not gerrymandering at all. The
prineiple of this Bill is that there should
be community of interest, and community
of infterest 1s a totally differ-

ent thing from  community of
elass. No  differenee whatever is
made in  the  representation of

either side. It wounld be absurd and un-
fair if, in drafting a Bill founded on eom-
munity of interest, it were provided that
those who were -employed in the agricul-
taral districts should be put in a position
to be aut-voted by those engaged in the
mining and timber industries. Another
instanee is that of North Perth, the seat
for which is at present filled by a mem-
ber of the Opposition. It has not been
sngee<ted fur one moment that the effect
of thi- Bill will be to deprive the pres-
ent member of his seat, but it has been
said by more than one member that the
resnlt of the alteration to the North Perth
distriet will be to make both Canning and
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East Perth safe seats for the Opposition
at the general election. Yet in face of
that the Government ave accused of hav-
ing drafted a Bill which is pure gerry-
mandering throughout,

My, Beaddan: Your seat is not too safe
either,

AMe. DRAPYER : That is immaterial. If
gerrymandering had been the objeet of
the Government, why should they cut out
the Wellington seat altogether? It has
never been suggested that the Government
cannot hold the Wellington seat, but the
Government, instead of retaining that seat
as they would have done if they had de-
sired a pure gerrymandering of seats.
have abolished it altogether. Now, what
sugwestions have been made by the Oppn-
sition as to what the Governwment should
have done in this partienlar instance?

Mr, TCuderwood: We have sucwesterd
that they shounld aet honestly.

Mre., DRAPER: What suggestions
have they made that should be adopted?
They have pointed out three. One was
that there should be a conference; and
anather was that the distribution should
he on a population basis, and the thid
was that the prineiple of the Queensland
Bill should be adopted. Let us
take the first. namely, that there should
be a conference. I would remind the
House that the leader of the Opposition
is now in favour of proportional repre-
sentation; but there must be many mem-
bers of the House who recollect that not
very long ago, about two or three years
ago, there was an Electoral Bill before
the House which was o ;posed tooth and
nail on every oceasion and whieh, I think,
during the Committee stage obtained, if
not the record, at any rate the second re-
cord sitting that has taken place in the
House. And what was the reason for
that opposition? The sole reason for it
was that members of the Opposition de-
sired to prevent (Clanse 143 of that Bill
being passed

Mr. Underwood :
that clause,

Mr. DRAPER: That is to say, they

desired to prevent propuortional repre-
sentation in this State,

We had not reached
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Mr. Seaddan:
correct,

Mr. DRAPER: Hon. members know
perfectly well from the history of that
Bill what was the reason for the opposi-
tion to the Bill. They know perfectly well
that before we came to that clause a con-
ference took place to see if the diffienity
could not be got over and the sitting,
which had beecome inordinately long, ecut
short. And bow was the sitting shortened ?
Simply and solely because the clause pro-
viding for proportional representation,
now advocated by the leader of the Oppo-
sition, was dropped.

Mr. Seaddan: Yon are absolutely un-
fair.

Mr. DRAPER: Therefore, what is the
value of a conference with members of
the Opposition when we find they now ad-
voeate as an alternative measure to the
‘Government proposal the very same prin-
ciple they so sirenuously opposed two or
three years ago.

Mr. Collier: It is not so sudden as
Your somersaull on the land tax.

Mr. DRAPER: Another suggestion
has been made that the distribution of
-eleetorates ought to be adopled on a popu-
lation basis. I would be prepared to go
as far as the leader of the Opposition
would go in supporting the principles of
distribution upon a population basis, but
there has been no praetical attempt to
-deal with the prineiple except from the
member for Kalgoorlie (Mr. Keenan),
and that hon. member took as his basis
mnot the district rolls,- but divided the
-electorates up inte groups eomprised
within the provinces of the Upper House.
No doubt it snited the hon. member’s pur-
pose to do so. With 50 electorates and
185,000 electors one could get any number
of groups to suit one’s argument. It
soited the hon. member’s argument to use
these partienlar gronps for his distribu-
tion. If the leader of the Qpposition
now savs that he does not advocate pro-
portional representation 1 would like to
point out to the Hounse that theorstically
3t is undoubtedly a fair basis and the only
logical basis of distribution, but it is one
that at the present time, at any rate, can-
not possibly be applied to the whole of

That is absolutely in-
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this State. As I pointed ount just now,
we have an enormous territory. The
northern portion of it is one which differs
not only in population but in industries
and climate most materially from the rest
of the State, and it would be undonbtedly
grossly unfair to the people of the north-
ern portion to have no effective voice in
the government of the State by reducing
their representation through adopting a
population basis. In faet it 15 on account
of the problems with whieh the Govern-
ment are faced in the northem portion of
the State that distribution upon a popula-
tion basis becomes impossible.

Mr. Horan: I am not aware that any-
body ever advanced such a ridicalous
proposition.

Mr. DRAPER: Bat, leaving ount the
North, if the question had been dis-
cussed at the elections, if there had been
any hint given to the general publie that
there wns a possibility of redisiribution
so as to secure proportional representa-
tion, then, leaving ount the North, no
doubt the boundaries could have been so
adjusted or grouped that proportional
representation could have been obiained
practically throughout the remainder of
the State; bot it is a radieal ehange, and
I venture to think that the very first per-
eons who would have raised the greatest
howl at the Government for inirodueing
a different principle in the election of
members to that which was in vogue be-
fore would be the present opposition. If
the Government had introduced a Bill
containing that prineiple, the Opposition
were bound, in order to be consistent with
their previous atiitude on ihe Eleetoral
Bill two or three years ago, to oppose it
tooth and nail; yet now, when the Govern-
ment do not bring it down, they throw it
in the face of the Government that they
ought to have done it, and that beeause
they have not done it the Gov-
ernment have sunk to the utter-
most depths of  political degra-
dation. The other course which has been
suggested is that the Queensland Bill
should have been adopted. There is one
prineiple in the Queensland Bill of which
no mention has been made by the Opposi-
tion. The very first prineiple to
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oceupy the attention of the eom-
missioners  in  redistribution in
Queensland  was nol only  enmmun-

ity of interest, but also diversity of
interest; and the second one was means
of communiecation, which the member for
Brown Hill contemplates as merely heing
applied to distance from the metropolis;
while the third was physieal feafures, and
the fourth the avea of the proposed
districts not comprised in any part of a
eity or fown. 8o in Queensland the prin-
cipal things were community or diversity
of interest and also the compactness of
any politieal electorate. It is somewhat
strange that we should find the member
for Brown Hill, in objecting to elector-
ates on the Golden Mile being slightly
uirdler the quota of the electorates of
Pertl, overlooking the argument of com-
pactiess and avguing that these elector-
ates shounld be considerably less in their
quola than the metropolitan distriets and
should be on a par with the agrienltural
districts because of their distance from
the metropolis; whereas on the other hand
the hon. member recognises the principle
of compactness of electorates when he
deals with agrienltural electorates; be-
cause he eomplains that Woodanilling is
taken away from Katanning and put into
Wagin, saying that Woodanilling should
naturally be with Katanning becanse it
would be a more compact electorate. Ap-
parently when it suits the hon. member he
adopts the argument, bui he abandons it
when he compares the electorates of the
Golden Mile with the electorates in the
metropolitan  district. T submit that
throughout the Bill the Government have
suceeeded in pecforming a most diffienlt
task in bringing a measure before the
House for which there can be no logieal
provision applieable to the whole, and in
bringing before the House a measure
practieally guided by the principles laid
down in the Queensland Bill, which the
Opposition would support.

Mr. Horan: You know perfectly well
that what you say is net true.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon.
must not make that aceusation.

My, Horan: T wish to say it is in-
corrveet.

member
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My, DRAPER: T do not propose to
take any notice of what the hon. member
says: it is immaterial. I desire to point
out that community of intevest, which is
the prineiple adepted by the Government,
is a very different thing to community of
class, as advocated by the leader of the
Opposition. Let me point out what the
hou. member says community of interest
is. He says community of interest is
community of wage-earners: that eom-
munity of occupation is not community
of nterest. If community of wage-
earners is (o be considered community of
interest then, according to the statement
of the hon. iwember, there can be no eom-~
plaints made by anybody that the Labour
parcty at tie present time monopolise the
whole of the vepresenlation in the Fed-
eval Upper House. 1t is idle to pat for-
ward the c¢laim that eommunity of wage-
carners is community of interest. Does
the hon. member expect us to forget what
took place in Perth a few months ago?
Does he expect us to dismiss from our
minds what we have heard, and what we
have heard members of the Opposition
practically supporting? Does it esecape
the hon. member’s memory that at the
time of the tram sirike there were two
conflicting parties among the wage-
earners, one party being unionists, and
the other being described as blacklegs?
But both parfies were wage-earners. Yet
the hon. member would have us believe
that community of interest is only ecom-
munity of wage-earners. It is remark-
able if that be so, that each of these
pariies, who are wage-carners, accuses
the other of attempting to blow up the
tramway plant with explosives. Yet ilie
hon. member would have us helieve that
community of interest can only exist
where there is community of wage-
carners. I have very little to add. A
great deal of abuse has heen levelled
against members on the Government side,
abuse not founded on any logieal arpun-
ment, but purely becanse it is the duty,
no doubt, of the Opposiiton to oppose;
and in this particular instance the Oppo-
sition have gone bevond eriticism, and
their eritieism has become simply indivi-
dual abuse. In these circumstances, what
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they say cannot be regarded as any argu-
ment by any member of the Government
side of the House, nor would it be any
argument to the electors of the couniry
if they properly understood tbe posificn,
It is admitted on every side that a re-
distribution of seats is necessary. That
is the sole principle now before the House
upon the second reading of the Bill, and
I shall certainly vote for it.

Mr. SCADDAN: I desire to make a
personal explanation. I have looked up
Hansard in connection with the accusa-
tions which the member for West Perth
has made against me, and I find that I
-did not speak on the second reading of
the Electoral Bill to which he referred,
and that the clauses he referred to were
not dealt with at all by the Committee;
they were dealt with by a select commit-
tee of which I was not a member, and
I had nothing to do with them. I made
no reference to proportional representa-
tion; I did, however, privately express
an gpinion in opposition to these claunses,
because they did not provide for propor-
tional representation as I have advocated
it. T have advoecated proportional repre-
-sentation on a population basis, one vote
one valoe, which I consider is advisable
and desirable.  The hon. member for
West Perth might bave been Fair enough
to look up the debates before making
wrong statements to the House.

The Minister for Mines: Was he refer-
ring to you?

Mr, SCADDAN : In reply to the inter-
Jection by the Minister for Mines I might
state that I am the only member on this
side of the House who has advocated pro-
portional representation in connection
with this Bill, and as no other member
has yet referred to it, the remarks of the
member for West Perth would only apply
to one member, and that is myself. If
he is fair, as he ought to be, he will re-
tract the statement he has made.

Mrx. DRAPER: I certainly desire to be
fair. T never for one moment stated that
the leader of the Opposition was a mem-
ber of that select committee, but T mnst
state that the views he advocates in this
House as leader of the Opposition must
be regarded as the views of his party.

Mr. SCADDAN: When I spoke on this
Bill I distinetly stated that the opinions
I was expressing on the guestion of pro-
portional representation were my own
personzl opinions, and were nof ex-
pressed on behalf of this party.

Mr. WALKER: As I was a member of
the select committee, T may be permitted
to add a word of explanation. That
select committee consisted of members on
both sides of the House, and there were
on it the late Mr. Price, the then Minis-
ter for Works, and Mr. Male, and
neither was in favour of proportional re-
presentation. The proportional repre-
sentation as advocated by the former At-
torney General was thrown out by the
Committee becanse it was not propor-
tional representation, but electorates as
they now stand, and it was found to be
impracticable, and that with compulsory
voting it was made impossible for the
Opposition to accept it in that form, and
it was becanse the clauses were in that
form that the division of the Bill dealing
with that subjeet was rejeeted by the
seleet commitiee. .

On motion by Mr. Jacoby, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 9.35 p.m.



